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Plum  Bayou  Farms 

In  Jefferson  County,  east-central  Arkansas,  35  miles 
southeast  of  Little  Rock.    Project  headquarters: 
England,  Arkansas. 

Initiated  by  Resettlement  Administration.  Preliminary 
approval,  December  23,  1935.    Final  approval,  August  1, 
1S36.    formerly  known  as  "Wright's  Plantation". 

To  provide  farms  for  worthy  tenant  families  unable  to 
acquire  land.    These  families  will  also  have  an  oppor- 
tunity to  participate  in  co-operative  and  community 
organizations,  and  share  in  educational,  social  and 
recreational  activities. 

On  a  tract  of  5,000  acres  of  level  alluvial  soil  built 
up  by  the  Arkansas  River  which  borders  the  project, 
homesteaders  cultivate  farms  ranging  from  34  to  56  acres. 
The  soil  which  varies  from  a  sandy  loam  to  clay  is 
adapted  to  the  raising  of  cotton,  as  the  principal 
cash  crop;  corn,  sweet  potatoes  and  feed  crops.  Farmers 
will  also  keep  cows,  hogs  and  poultry,  and  will  share 
a  community  pasture  of  600  acres  of  low  land. 
Co-operative  enterprises  include  co-operative  purchasing 
of  farm  supplies;  processing  plants,  including  a 
cotton  gin;  feed  and  grist  mill,  syrup  mill;  a  retail 
store,  repair  shop  and  livestock  improvement  service; 
and  co-operatives  for  marketing  farm  produce.    A  meat 
curing  plant  and  sweet  potato  ouring  house  are  planned. 
The  project  also  boasts  a  20  acre  community  center, 
centrally  located,  with  a  community  building  used  for 
school  purposes,  auditorium,  and  a  home  economics  and 
community  kitchen  building. 

The  108  houses  are  of  4,  5  and  6  rooms  equipped  with 
plumbing  and  electrical  wiring.    Each  farm  has  a  bam, 
poultry  house,  hog  house,  and  other  necessary  outbuild- 
ings.   Fencing,  landscaping  and  drainage  has  been  pro- 
vided.   Water  is  supplied  by  individual  wells  equipped 
with  gasoline  pumps  and  pressure  tanks.  Electricity 
will  not  be  installed  at  present.    Roads  are  being 
constructed  or  repaired* 


'  HOMESTEADERS :  Many  of  the  families  have  been  reduced  to  tenancy  o: 

in  recent  years,  due  to  economic  pressure  and  the 
erosion  of  soil  which  they  farmed.    They  are  a  high 
type  of  farmer,  representing  a  cross  section  of  the 
agricultural  population  in  thic  area,    99  families 
are  in  occupancy,  the  total  population  being  477 
persons. 
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